THE GATHERING

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                      Rev. Charles Bowdler
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in the worship, program, and service life of Briarwood Presbyterian Church.

*Worshipers are invited to stand, if able. 
+Usher will seat you.
Please remember to turn off all cell phones while in the sanctuary.
INVITATION TO WORSHIP                                                

Use this time to make the transition from getting here to being here. Relax your body, quiet the inner dialogue of your mind, open yourself to the Spirit of God moving in our midst, and prepare to worship God joyfully with the body of Christ gathered here today.


VOLUNTARY

       God of Our Fathers                                 Diemer

Choral Introit and Processional

PRAYER OF INVOCATION       (Unison)             Rev. Heather Williamsen
Eternal, Almighty, and most gracious God: heaven is your throne, and earth is your footstool; holy and reverent is your name; you are praised by the angels of heaven, and in the gathering of your church on earth. Despite our unworthiness, you have invited us through our Mediator, Jesus Christ, to present ourselves and our prayers to you. Receive us graciously. Help us by your Spirit. Let us stand in awe of you. Put your law into our hearts, and write it on our minds. Let your word come to us in power, and help us receive it in love, with attentive, reverent, and teachable minds; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

     +* HYMN
 477                               Ye Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim      
   CALL TO CONFESSION

      PRAYER OF CONFESSION

(Unison)
Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too deep to undo. Forgive what our lips tremble to name, what our hearts can no longer bear, and what has become for us a consuming fire of judgment. Set us free from a past that we cannot change; open to us a future in which we can be changed; and grant us grace to grow more and more in your likeness and image; through Jesus Christ, the light of the world.

Silence for personal confession


ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                         
*Response to the Assurance of Pardon
There's a wideness in God's mercy,

Like the wideness of the sea;

There's a kindness in God's justice,

Which is more than liberty.

YOUNG DISCIPLES TIME                           
ANTHEM
             Bless the Lord, O My Soul                         Young    
Bless thou the Lord, O my soul, and bless His Holy Name.

Bless thou the Lord, O my soul, forget not what is His.
Bless thou the Lord, O praise His Holy Name.

Bless thou the Lord, O my soul, and all that in me is.

Bless thou the Lord, O my soul, and bless His Holy Name.

Forget not what is His. O bless the Lord, O my soul,

O bless His Holy Name.
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                        Rev. Bowdler         
  
GOSPEL LESSON

      Matthew 13:24-43


Pew Bible p. 14
The Word of the Lord.


Thanks be to God.

SERMON 
 


        “Weeds, Mustard, and Yeast”
* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH      The Apostles’ Creed         


I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 


And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from   thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.


I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.    
 OBSERVANCE OF TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF SEPTEMBER 11                            

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER
 MINUTE FOR EDUCATION                                        Mrs. Sally Forrest
 PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS         Rev. Williamsen
     OFFERTORY          A Prayer for the Protection of Our Armed Forces      
   * DOXOLOGY

                                                  Hymn 592

    * PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
THE SENDING
* RECESSIONAL HYMN 561                            My Country, ‘Tis of Thee 
* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION   


          Rev. Bowdler
* POSTLUDE                  Be Thou Our Ruler, Guardian, Guide and Stay      
PRAYER CONCERNS THIS WEEK
UNDER SPECIALTY CARE:  Rebecca Ansah – Ghana; Margaret Kosick – Highland Home; Betty Stokes – Hospice, Ridgeland.
CONTINUING IN PRAYER FOR:  Linda Bostwick (Hines Bostwick’s sister-in-law), Scott Donnelly (Mickey Velkey’s nephew), James Harvill (Joy Lightsey’s father), Jane Hogue, Bill Kirby, Clint Lee, Alberstine Moore (Josie’s daughter), Susan Mahan Niebur, Betty & J.T. Simmons, Stephanie Smith, Scott Steele, Earline Strickland, Joyce Stuart, Bob Thomson, Kitten Ward  and Libby Wright. 
MISSIONS: Dr. Barbara Nagy, Lisa & Werner Schobesberger, Dr. Mike Parker, and Ben Mathes. 

MILITARY SERVING OVERSEAS:  Justin Grider – Afghanistan; SFC John K. Sumrall – Iraq; and all other military.  
CHURCH CALENDAR 


SUNDAY, September 11 

              8:45 a.m. – Prayer & Praise Service
                9:00 a.m. – Sunday School, Choir Rehearsal 
              10:00 a.m. – Fellowship Time, Called Session Meeting
            10:25 a.m. – Morning Worship
            11:30 a.m. – Youth Lunch & Program with Rev. Bowdler


                          Education Committee Meeting

              4:45 p.m. – Circle 5 (Davis & Kinser)

              5:00 p.m. – Finance Committee


MONDAY, September 12

            12:00 p.m. – Circle 1 (Bostwick)
              2:00 p.m. – Congregational Care Meeting


TUESDAY, September 13

            10:00 a.m. – Circle 3 (Becker & Breeland)

              6:00 p.m. – Circle 2 (Hogue & Ray)

WEDNESDAY, September 14

     10:30 a.m. – Staff Meeting
           5:30 p.m. – WNF Potluck Supper, Programs & Committees

THURSDAY, September 15

         12:00 p.m. – Saints Alive Lunch & Program           
SATURDAY, September 17
           9:00 a.m. – PW Cluster C Fall Gathering – Faith
           5:00 p.m. – Meal to Billy Brumfield House


SUNDAY, September 18, Youth Sunday
              8:45 a.m. – Prayer & Praise Service 

                9:00 a.m. – Sunday School, Choir Rehearsal 
              10:00 a.m. – Fellowship Time
            10:25 a.m. – Morning Worship
            11:30 a.m. – Youth Lunch & Program 
              5:00 p.m. – Finance Committee

Elders for this week:  John Barron & Sandy French
      Elders next week:  Baxter Hogue & Walterine Odom

Extended Session Volunteers this week:  


Tena Becker

Theda & Wendel Ruff
      Extended Session Volunteers next week:  

Beth Henry

Donna Cook
   Flower Team this week:  Simmons, Staples, Planch
   Flower Team next week:  West, Barret, Stephens  
  Sanctuary preparation this week:  Rosanne Fischer
  Sanctuary preparation next week:  Sandy French
   Acolytes:  Michael French & Jordan Saunders
USHERS


Lea Ann McElroy (Capt.)
Wendel Ruff (Capt.)


Dean Gerber


Fred Miles

J.T. Simmons


Linda Simmons


Donnie Cole


Don West
RECEIVING NEW MEMBERS:  Following the worship service each week, Elders meet to receive new members in the church office located on the southwest side, behind the sanctuary. We welcome everyone who trusts in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord and who desires to be an active part of our family of faith.  
WEDNESDAY NIGHT FELLOWSHIP:  Join us at 5:30 pm and bring your favorite potluck dish – meat, vegetable, dessert, or salad & bread. Remember to bring at least enough to feed 4 times the number in your family. Administration, Commitment, Mission, and Worship Committees will meet following brief devotion.
SAINTS ALIVE:  Join us as we kick off another great year of the Saints Alive Luncheon Club this Thursday at twelve noon in the Heritage Room. Our guest is Dr. Paul Y. Tashiro. Lunch is $5.00. Reservations are not necessary but are helpful, so call the office if you know you are attending.    

CLUSTER C FALL GATHERING:  Presbyterian Women of Cluster C gather Saturday, September 17, at Faith Presbyterian Church. Please notify your Circle leader or Marcia Magee to let her know you will attend.

Youth Sunday, September 18, 2011:  Next week Briarwood Youth will lead worship and participate in every aspect of the service.  Claire Everett and Kyle French, will share their personal testimony. Please make plans to attend this inspirational, encouraging, and joyous event.  
SPECIAL CLASS:  Sunday, Sept. 25th there will be a Joint Adult Sunday School Class (9 AM) with a presentation by Ms. D'Andrea Weeks of ChildVoice International describing her work in Northern Uganda with former child soldiers who are also child mothers.  This is being sponsored by the Education Committee.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN:  For several months we have been requesting  items made by your hand for PW's Dorcas fundraiser. We continue to solicit those items, but wish to ask for gifts of your pen, also. If you have authored a book, please consider donating an autographed copy for this worthy event. You may bring your book to the church office by Wednesday, October 5th.

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE: Large-print bulletins, Bibles and hymnals and individual listening devices for improved sound are available in the back of the sanctuary.  Also, knitted shawls are on the front row of each section. Please use them for your personal comfort during the service. 
RADIO BROADCAST:  Each Sunday morning at 10:00 on WYAB, 103.9 FM radio you can hear Briarwood’s worship service from the week before. The broadcast is only 30 minutes and features the sermon and other parts of the morning worship as time permits.

CHILDREN’S OPPORTUNITIES: A nursery is provided in the Education Building for babies and young children.  Pagers are available; ask your nursery caregiver. Worship childcare is for children up through the first grade. Following the Young Disciples’ Time they will be escorted from the sanctuary. Second graders and older will remain in the sanctuary.

                                               THE SESSION

Class of 2012
                             Class of 2013                                 Class of 2014
John Barron
Carol Busbee
Mark Bailey
Robert Davis
Baxter Hogue
Wayne Forrest
Charles Parrish
Suzanne Stephens
Sandy French
John Sumrall
Tom Wagner
Jane Gerber



Walterine Odom
Administration Committee Moderator
Carol Busbee (‘13)

Commitment Committee Moderator
Jane Gerber (‘14)

Education Committee Moderator
Charlie Parrish (‘12)

Mission Committee Moderator
Baxter Hogue ('13)

Worship Committee Moderator
John Sumrall ('12)

Clerk of Session
Tom Wagner (‘13)
Church Treasurer
Paul Shelton

CHURCH STAFF

Senior Minister
Charles Bowdler
601.956.4553

Parish Associate
Bill Smith
601.366.5994

Parish Associate
Heather Williamsen
769.610.6660
Youth Director
Christopher Barnhardt
601.692.7365             

Children’s Activities Director
Dawn Barnhardt 
601.692.7366 

Choir Director
Barney McCann
601.857.6090

Organist
Judy Foster
601.856.4062

Office Manager
Audie Dodson
601.992.6791

Sexton
Larry Coleman
601.559.5345

Financial Assistant
Brenda Hyde
601.212.7421

Childcare
Josie Moore
601.316.0493

Sound Technician
Kyle French
601.898.0958

PASTOR EMERITUS                                                          MISSIONARIES
John Kirstein                                                                     Dr. Barbara Nagy

                                                                     Lisa & Werner Schobesberger

   Briarwood Presbyterian Church
         13th Sunday in Ordinary Time

         Morning Worship    10:25 O’clock
         Liturgical Color:  Green 
        September 11, 2011
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          Putting God First

           Teaching Obedience to Christ’s Commands

           Caring for Peoples’ Needs within the Church

           and the Community
                                       620 Briarwood Drive

                                  Jackson, Mississippi 39211

                                             601.956.4553
                                briarwoodchurch@bellsouth.net
                                                    www.briarwoodpres.org   
