THE GATHERING

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                      Rev. Charles Bowdler
We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate in the worship, program, and service life of Briarwood Presbyterian Church.

*Worshipers are invited to stand, if able. 
+Usher will seat you.
Please remember to turn off all cell phones while in the sanctuary.
INVITATION TO WORSHIP                                                

Use this time to make the transition from getting here to being here. Relax your body, quiet the inner dialogue of your mind, open yourself to the Spirit of God moving in our midst, and prepare to worship God joyfully with the body of Christ gathered here today.


VOLUNTARY
          Prelude on an Early American Folk Hymn         Martin

Choral Introit 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION       (Unison)              Rev. Heather Williamsen                 
Almighty God, you call your church to witness that in Christ we are reconciled to you. Help us so to proclaim the good news of your love, that all who hear it may turn to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

     +* HYMN
 416                                           Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation                                                
   CALL TO CONFESSION

      PRAYER OF CONFESSION

(Unison)

God of compassion, you created the world through your communion of love, but we prefer to be gods, living for ourselves. Our sin has misshapen the life you intend for us and twisted our world into pain. We damage creation. We hurt one another. We ignore the ache of others. We despair at our own undoing, and sin holds us tight in its teeth. But you, O Lord, unhinged the jaws of death, that we might know your eternal life now. So we beg you: free us from sin’s grip with your prevailing love that we might be your witnesses, testifying to your eternal love in all we do. We ask this through Christ our Lord and for his glorious dominion. Amen.
Silence for personal confession

     ASSURANCE OF PARDON    
    *Response to the Assurance of Pardon
    Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!

    O what a foretaste of glory divine!

    Heir of salvation, purchase of God,

    Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood.

Refrain:

    This is my story, this is my song,

    Praising my Savior all the day long;

    This is my story, this is my song,

    Praising my Savior all the day long.

YOUNG DISCIPLES TIME                                              
ANTHEM               Jesu, The Very Thought of Thee                Thorburn               

Jesu, the very thought of Thee with sweetness fills my breast,

But sweeter far Thy face to see and in Thy presence rest.

Nor voice can sing, nor heart can frame, 

Nor can the memory find 

A sweeter sound than thy blest name, 

O Savior of mankind.

Jesu, our only joy be thou, as thou our joy wilt be

Jesu be thou our glory now and through eternity

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  


         Rev. Bowdler
GOSPEL LESSON  

Matthew 13:44-58



Pew Bible p.15
THE WORD OF THE LORD


Thanks be to God
SERMON

  “Hidden Treasure, a Pricy Pearl, and Fine Fish”
* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
  
 Based on Chapter X of Westminster Confession of Faith   

All those whom God has predestinated unto life, He is pleased, in His appointed time, effectually to call, by His Word and Spirit, out of a state of sin and death, to a state of grace and salvation by Jesus Christ. Their minds are opened, spiritually and savingly, to understand the things of God. God by the Holy Spirit takes away their heart of stone and gives unto them a heart of flesh; Their wills are renewed and inclined to that which is good.  And they are effectually drawn to Jesus Christ, but they come most freely, being made willing by God’s grace. This effectual call is of God's free and special grace alone.

MINUTE FOR CURSILLO


      Elder Lea Ann McElroy

 * HYMN 316                                                  Breath on Me, Breath of God                                                  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER     
MINUTE FOR MISSION



Elder Baxter Hogue
PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS          Rev. Williamsen                   
      OFFERTORY       Brightest Diamond, Fairest Jesus                Martin      
   * DOXOLOGY

                                                  Hymn 592

    * PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
THE SENDING
* HYMN 514


        Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ
* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION   

                      Rev. Bowdler
* POSTLUDE           Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said            Martin               
PRAYER CONCERNS THIS WEEK
CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY:  Josie Moore lost her daughter, Alberstine, on September 22.  Our prayers are with Josie and their family.
IN THE HOSPITAL:  Knox Chamblin – Baptist.
UNDER SPECIALTY CARE:  Rebecca Ansah – Ghana; Margaret Kosick – Highland Home; Betty Stokes – Hospice, Ridgeland.
CONTINUING IN PRAYER FOR:  Linda Bostwick (Hines Bostwick’s sister-in-law), Danny Griffith, James Harvill (Joy Lightsey’s father), Jane Hogue, Bill Kirby, Susan Mahan Niebur, Betty & J.T. Simmons, Stephanie Smith, Scott Steele, Earline Strickland, Joyce Stuart, Bob Thomson, Kitten Ward  and Libby Wright. 
MISSIONS: Dr. Barbara Nagy, Lisa & Werner Schobesberger, Dr. Mike Parker, and Ben Mathes. 

MILITARY SERVING OVERSEAS:  Justin Grider – Afghanistan; SFC John K. Sumrall – Iraq; and all other military.  
CHURCH CALENDAR 

SUNDAY, September 25, 2¢ A Meal, Evangelism Sunday

              8:45 a.m. – Prayer & Praise Service 

                9:00 a.m. – Sunday School, Choir Rehearsal 
              10:00 a.m. – Fellowship Time
            10:25 a.m. – Morning Worship

     11:30 a.m. – Choir Lunch & Rehearsal

              5:00 p.m. – Session Meeting


MONDAY, September 26

       9:00 a.m. – Jackson Quilters
              2:00 p.m. – Congregational Care Meeting

WEDNESDAY, September 28

     10:30 a.m. – Staff Meeting
           5:30 p.m. – WNF Potluck Supper & Programs

SUNDAY, October 2, World Communion Sunday
              8:45 a.m. – Prayer & Praise Service 

                9:00 a.m. – Sunday School, Choir Rehearsal, PW Review 
              10:00 a.m. – Fellowship Time
            10:25 a.m. – Morning Worship

     11:30 a.m. – Youth Lunch 

            11:50 a.m. – PWCT


 Elders for this week:  Carol Busbee & Robert Davis 
       Elders next week:  Mark Bailey & Jane Gerber 

 Extended Session Volunteers this week:  


Carol Parrish

Vicki & David Jensen
       Extended Session Volunteers next week:  
   
Janice Clark

Gloria Daniel
    Flower Team this week:  West, Barret, Stephens  
    Flower Team next week:  Gerber, French, Wedderstrand
    Sanctuary preparation this week:  Rosanne Fischer
    Sanctuary preparation next week:  Joretta Meyer
  
                              USHERS


Lea Ann McElroy (Capt.)
Wendel Ruff (Capt.)


Dean Gerber


Fred Miles


J.T. Simmons


Linda Simmons


Donnie Cole


Don West
RECEIVING NEW MEMBERS:  Following the worship service each week, Elders meet to receive new members in the church office located on the southwest side, behind the sanctuary. We welcome everyone who trusts in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord and who desires to be an active part of our family of faith.  
2¢ A Meal SUNDAY:  Today we place our two cents per meal offerings in the buckets to share God’s blessings with others.  Please bring your offering forward and place in the buckets at the beginning of the last hymn.
WEDNESDAY NIGHT FELLOWSHIP:  Join us at 5:30 pm and bring your favorite potluck dish – meat, vegetable, dessert, or salad & bread. Remember to bring at least enough to feed 4 times the number in your family. Rev. Bowdler continues our study on the Apostles. Watch for the October newsletter for 
Youth Camping Trip: As a reward for such a successful Youth Sunday, the youth are out on an overnight camping trip to Rocky Springs. Christopher and Dawn have taken them out to enjoy worship in the wilderness. Please pray for their Spiritual life and for safe return. They should be back by the end of Church today. 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR:  It’s officially fall and time to clean up the church grounds. Many hands are needed and there is something for everyone. Join us on Saturday, October 8, 8:00 – 12noon.
SANCTUARY FLOWERS:  Want to join the flower committee and help beautify our sanctuary?  You will work with experienced team members, getting to know them while learning how to arrange flowers, a skill you can use at home as well as at church.  Call Jane Gerber at 601-982-7034, or email janegerber@att.net.
FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE: Large-print bulletins, Bibles and hymnals and individual listening devices for improved sound are available in the back of the sanctuary.  Also, knitted shawls are on the front row of each section. Please use them for your personal comfort during the service. 
RADIO BROADCAST:  Each Sunday morning at 10:00 on WYAB, 103.9 FM radio you can hear Briarwood’s worship service from the week before. The broadcast is only 30 minutes and features the sermon and other parts of the morning worship as time permits.

CHILDREN’S OPPORTUNITIES: A nursery is provided in the Education Building for babies and young children.  Pagers are available; ask your nursery caregiver. Worship childcare is for children up through the first grade. Following the Young Disciples’ Time they will be escorted from the sanctuary. Second graders and older will remain in the sanctuary.

                                               THE SESSION

Class of 2012
                             Class of 2013                                 Class of 2014
John Barron
Carol Busbee
Mark Bailey
Robert Davis
Baxter Hogue
Wayne Forrest
Charles Parrish
Suzanne Stephens
Sandy French
John Sumrall
Tom Wagner
Jane Gerber



Walterine Odom
Administration Committee Moderator
Carol Busbee (‘13)

Commitment Committee Moderator
Jane Gerber (‘14)

Education Committee Moderator
Charlie Parrish (‘12)

Mission Committee Moderator
Baxter Hogue ('13)

Worship Committee Moderator
John Sumrall ('12)

Clerk of Session
Tom Wagner (‘13)
Church Treasurer
Paul Shelton

CHURCH STAFF

Senior Minister
Charles Bowdler
601.956.4553

Parish Associate
Bill Smith
601.366.5994

Parish Associate
Heather Williamsen
769.610.6660
Youth Director
Christopher Barnhardt
601.692.7365             

Children’s Activities Director
Dawn Barnhardt 
601.692.7366 

Choir Director
Barney McCann
601.857.6090

Organist
Judy Foster
601.856.4062

Office Manager
Audie Dodson
601.992.6791

Sexton
Larry Coleman
601.559.5345

Financial Assistant
Brenda Hyde
601.212.7421

Childcare
Josie Moore
601.316.0493

Sound Technician
Kyle French
601.898.0958

PASTOR EMERITUS                                                          MISSIONARIES
John Kirstein                                                                     Dr. Barbara Nagy

                                                                     Lisa & Werner Schobesberger

     Briarwood Presbyterian Church
         Evangelism Sunday
         Morning Worship    10:25 O’clock
          Liturgical Color:  Green 
          September 25, 2011
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          Putting God First

           Teaching Obedience to Christ’s Commands

           Caring for Peoples’ Needs within the Church

           and the Community
                                       620 Briarwood Drive

                                  Jackson, Mississippi 39211

                                             601.956.4553
                                briarwoodchurch@bellsouth.net
                                                    www.briarwoodpres.org   
